
This board meeting is a special meeting and will not have the normal update of the last board 

meeting and the approving of the minutes, etc. 

 

This will have three topics only, 

 

1. I want to make a motion to move $100,000 for Iberia Bank to another higher interest paying 

Bank.  We should choose either Everbank or First Florida Integrity Bank 

 

2. Hardwood Tree Trimming 

We got 3 proposals and had each vendor provide a sample tree to see what to expect regarding 

their work. 

 

• Leo Jr. - They originally quoted us $75 per tree and said their normal price for this type 

of trim would be $100 / tree.  They came in at $75 since we had so many trees to 

do.  They have come back since the original quote and cut the price to $65 / Tree due 

to their heading into a slow time and they want to keep their workers busy for a few 

weeks.  To make it even more enticing they have now said they will cut the price to 

$62.50 if we would let them start on May 2 or May 3rd. After that they will be forced 

to lay off workers and they will withdraw the offer. 

• Any Town Tree has quoted $65 / tree and provided samples of their work.  It is 

comparable to the trimming job done by Leo Jr.  The owner of Any Town Tree has 

looked at the samples provided by Leo Jr and Southern Landscaping and said that Leo 

Jr. did a good job and Southern was substandard that would require trimming again 

very soon.  The owner of Any Town Tree has revised his quote due to the large number 

of trees and said he will do the job for $59.25 per tree 

• Southern Landscaping provided one sample tree which to an un-skilled person looks 

different than the trees provided by Leo Jr and Any Town Tree.  Their price for the 

hardwoods is $40.  

Any Town Tree has said they will cut 450 trees that are necessary to cut 

Leo Jr has said they will cut 419 trees that are necessary 

Southern has said they will cut all 647 hardwoods. 

Leo Jr and Any Town have said the trimming they will provide should last for several years 

before needing to be re-trimmed.   We got a tree count from Southern Landscaping and Leo Jr 

and the two counts was significantly different by about 50 trees.  Any Town did not provide a 

count or a total for the job so it is difficult to know what the final cost would be.  Leo Jr has 

stated that only about 400 to 500 trees really need to be trimmed this year.  They would like to 

propose that we cut only those trees this year and the remainder can wait until next year or even 

possibly the year after that. 

 

For all the above reasons: 

 



• Price of $59.25 per tree 

• Superior Workmanship 

I will make a motion to allow Any Town Tree to start as soon as possible. 

 

3. Mulch 

 

The mulch has been a highly contested issue for some time now.  Due to not getting the mulch 

last year, we have had a number of residents provide their own mulch.  We currently have no 

mulch specifications in our documents so there is currently a variety of types and colors of mulch 

being used. 

 

A survey was taken and the results were as follows: 

 

There were 83 responses 

 

• I would prefer all homes to have the same color mulch - 77% yes 23% no 

• I would like to see the following color: 7% Black - 23% Coco Brown - 34% Natural - 

30% Red - 6% Other 

• If you do not object to seeing different colors, would you be willing to pay additional 

money to have separate colors installed by the Landscaper: 87% No 13% yes 

• Would you prefer to buy your own mulch and install?: 84% No 16% Yes 

Based on our survey and other factors, I will propose to choose to make the Forest Park Standard 

Mulch Color Natural for the following reasons: 

 

• Leo Jr has reported that the colored mulch will cost about 8%-10% more 

• The natural mulch is superior to the dyed mulch since the dyed mulch requires more maintenance to 
keep it looking good.  If not raked periodically a mold can form under the mulch that will harm plant 
life. 

• A majority of the homeowners would like to see one color of mulch 

• Natural got the highest percentage of votes for the color selection 

• People would not be willing to pay extra to have a choice of colors 

• People would prefer to not buy their own mulch and install themselves 

I would also like to allow the people who have purchased their own mulch that does not meet the color 
standard of natural to file with our DRC a request to be grandfathered in to allow a color that is not the 
standard.  If they apply for this waiver, then we will not provide mulch for their property and the maintenance 
cost of their mulch landscaping will be their responsibility.  They will be expected to keep their mulch up to the 
standards of the rest of the community.  Those people will not get any rebate for the mulch they have 
purchased and will not get any relief in the future for mulch they need to buy to maintain their property. 
 
Leo Jr has said that the quote they are giving us does not include raking out old mulch so if there is a current 
mulch down that is not from the last mulching which was natural, then the home owner will be expected to rake 
out and cart away they colored mulch that is currently there if they don't want to continue with the color they 
have purchased on their own that does not comply. 
 



Colors that are similar to the natural ie, gold can be used and left in which will be covered up when the mulch is 
installed. 

 


